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Membership Report
The Society is pleased to welcome the 
following new members this quarter:

Janis Ranck, Powhatan, VA
Clarissa Berry, Madison, VA

William and Marsha Reeder, Fairfax, VA
Frank and Nancy Graves, Mechanicsville, VA

From the Editor….
Not much from me this time except to encourage you 
to share the “Schools” article with folks who attended 
Madison County schools in the 1940s and 1950s. Ed 
Berry and I have learned much while delving into the 
School Board Archives but know there is much left to 
discover. We welcome your feedback and in particular 
seek personal recollections from those of you attending 
Madison (or Culpeper Training) schools during these 
pivotal decades. If you have photographs of African 
American teachers, we hope you will consider sharing 
them with us so we can pay further tribute to those 
extraordinary men and women who devoted their lives 
to education. Future articles in the series will review 
public high schools for white students and examine the 
history of George Washington Carver Regional High 
School. In the course of our research, we have learned 
that a committee is hard at work preparing to celebrate 
the 75th anniversary of the opening of Carver in the fall 
of 2023.
The usual reminders:  
• Past issues of this newsletter may be accessed at 

www.madisonvahistoricalsociety.org.
• Print subscribers can go to the same site to enlarge 

photographs and see the newsletter in full color.
• We welcome feedback and letters to the editor. Our 

addresses are madhistory467newsletter@gmail.
com for electronic submissions and PO Box 467, 
Madison, VA 22727 for paper. 

~~~Judy Mahanes

TASTE OF THE 
MOUNTAINS

This popular Madison County event returns on 
Saturday, September 3, 2021, after a two-year 
hiatus due to Covid. The Kemper Residence, Law 
OfǑce, and Cabin will be open all day from 9:00 
AM until 4:00 PM. We invite everyone to come 
by to tour the buildings, look at exhibits, shop 
in our Gift Shop, or just visit with volunteers on 
duty. Renown basket maker Clyde Jenkins will 
be set up on the lawn to demonstrate his skills 
and sell baskets. Spread the word!

	 The weather is very hot, but we continue to make 
progress with our goals. Things are happening at the 
MMC, and we are glad to see them. There are a lot of new 
exhibits, and we will have a new neighbor if all goes well. 
Felix Schapiro is buying the Criglersville School and making 
plans for some interesting uses of the property. 

	 We seem to have a need to update the existing 
playground equipment to alleviate some safety issues with 
things that are there. Hopefully, we can make the necessary 
adjustments, because the playground is used by lots of 
youngsters in the area. We may instigate a fundraiser to 
help defray the costs of replacing or repairing the current 
equipment. We will be working with the County of Madison 
to take care of the situation.

	 Work has started on 
enclosing the porch at 
the MMC.  The McKinney 
family (Father Darren and 
Daughter Morgan) are doing 
the enclosing and donating 
their labor for the outside. 
Salvagewright of Orange will 
use logs to make it look like 
a log cabin kitchen on the 
inside. Hopefully, a lot of this 
work will be done by the time 

we have the Mountain Skills day on September 11. 

	 Please don’t forget about our Museum at the Kemper 
Mansion. We are open from 10 until 2 every Tuesday, 
Thursday, and Friday. Tell your friends and neighbors about 
this museum as we have some interesting things on display. 
Plaster in the master bedroom upstairs has been repaired 
so we have resumed doing tours of those rooms as well as 
the Law OfǑce and the Cabin out back. The Original Trunk 
that was used as a bank when the Germanna Colony came 
to the area is on display in the Law OfǑce. This is one of the 
oldest pieces we have about local history.

	 We will be having our 2nd annual Mountain Skills Day 
on Sunday September 11, 2022, at the Mountain Museum 
in Criglersville. The Program will be from Noon until 5 PM. 
See the article by Penn Bowers on page 1 to see who will 
be doing what on that day. Come and enjoy seeing things 
as they were done in the mountains before the SNP was 
formed. There will be food for purchase on site. And please 
take a look inside the MMC.  We add and move exhibits all 
the time and currently have on loan a portrait of William 
R Gaines. Buddy Woodward tells us more about this 
gentleman on page 3 of this newsletter.

	 The September tea will be a pickup and carry out as 
things still do not support having an in-person tea. Maybe 
in March it will be different. Mary Haught provides details 
on page 1.

Thanks for your support
Max Lacy, President
Madison County Historical Society
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population he cites would be at most 65. He also cites the 
high costs of construction for a school that would not meet 
state standards. He states that transportation has been 
greatly improved and that the agreement with Culpeper 
will address the issues raised by the concerns presented 
by the lack of a high school for Negro students within 
Madison County. He then recites the efforts to promote the 
construction of a regional high school. It would take a 1954 
Supreme Court decision and then another 10 years before 
any Negro student would be able to attend a public high 
school located within Madison County. 

We were unable to verify the number of students from 
Madison County that did actually attend Culpeper Training 
School, nor could we determine the curriculum offered at 
that school. Once the agreement went into effect, it appears 
that there were no more 9th and 10th grade classes at MTS 
or Radiant. Students whom this author recognized and 
knew are now for the most part deceased and with them 
has gone a vital and interesting part of the history of public 
education in Madison County. I will undertake an effort to 
contact those that are still with us to get their recollection 
of events and report back to our readers. Should any of our 
readers recognize these names and have any knowledge of 
their journey through the Madison County Public Schools, 
please record the information and contact a Historical 
Society member so we can update our Ǒles and preserve 
the history. History is being lost with the passing of each 
student who studied during the 1940s and early 1950s.

ƍthis does not reƲect the true situation in some localities.Ǝ  
What an enlightenment I had when I opened the Madison 
Training School First Grade register of Sadie Arrington 
(later Crowder) with 54 children on her class rolls and then 
looked at Lillian Turner Holly’s second grade class just 

Appendix: 

Madison Training School:  Garner/Tinsley Classroom during 1946-47 

Grade 7   
 

Martha Banks  Emma Carey Roy Carey 
Virginia Blakey  Edna Johnson Louise Johnson 
Florence Carey  Bernice Mallory Sallie Mallory 
Ovetta Gibbs  Catherine Purnell  
Odessa Hill  Annie Belle Swales Lillian Swales 
Elsie Rowe  Clara Tyree Carol Tyree 
Beulah Ward  Mildred Washington Hughie Washington 
Fannie Washington  Welford Fields Effie Fields 
Erlene Wright  Lucio Weaver Carrie Weaver 
Harold Gibbs  Ruth Washington Caroline Clore 
Ashby Jackson    
John Jessie    
Junior Strother    

 

 

 

 

 

 

Radiant Elementary School (end view)

shy of 50 students with ages ranging 9 to 13 years old. One 
also must consider that it was only on January 1, 1947, that 
the School Board ordered, in response to a request made 
by the colored teachers, that their “pay should be equal to 
white teachers with the same qualiǑcations.Ǝ  Later in this 
series, it is our intention to pay tribute to one of the longest 
serving, most dedicated and extraordinary teachers Mad-
ison ever had. The name Sadie Ward /Arrington/Crowder 
appears throughout this article. I feel conǑdent in stating no 
other teacher has taught in as many classrooms, in as many 
schools and in as many conditions as this teacher. A former 
Superintendent of Schools for Madison County held her in 
such esteem and appreciation for her service that a sepa-
rate wage category was created just for her. Truly a wonder-
ful person.

Radiant Elementary School (rear)

One Ǒnal note before this report concludes:  It was a priv-
ilege to be able to review the classroom registers of the 
teachers at MTS and Radiant. I knew several of those teach-
ers and am fully aware of the esteem and respect these 
educators garnered within the community, among school 
administrators, and with their students. Mrs. Emma Acty 
Davis and Mrs. Virgelia D. Price were legendary, but when 
you examine the proof of their work it is amazing how much 
those teachers were able to accomplish within the condi-
tions that they taught. In 1951, a report titled, A Foundation 
Education Program for Virginia, a commission of the Vir-
ginia State Senate reported to the Governor and the State 
Legislature. Among the recitations of that report, we Ǒnd: 
“On a state-wide basis the teacher-pupil ratios do not ap-
pear to be excessive. The average teacher load throughout 
the state is 27.2 pupils.”  The report does acknowledge that 




