





The William Terrill’s Grant

By
Dewey Lillard

When |wrote Land Grants of Madison County, Virginia,
1722-1865, in 2000, | never dreamed that | would
eventually visit the site or examine William Terrill's
actual parchment grant. Who would have thought
that the parchment grant would still be in existence
and that it was still held within sight of the land itself?
| encountered this grant while looking for grants that
lay in the Madison County area, and became familiar
with its location, known locally in Graves Mill as the
“Bluff”. As stated in the book’s preamble, land was
granted by the King of England in this area while it
was part of the County of Spotsylvania, formed in
1720 from Essex County whose county seat was all the
way on the Eastern Shore and is called Tappahannock.
Land within the succeeding counties of Spotsylvania,
Orange, and Culpeper continued to be granted
and bought of the King's agents and other owners
until the State of Virginia claimed the land after the
Revolutionary War and issued warrant titles in their
own right.

The Terrill Grant itself was issued on October 3, 1734,
in Spotsylvania County and consisted of 600 acres of
land lying on the north side of Garth’s Run against a
mountain bluff. The owner had three years to make
improvements upon the land (building a house,
clearing Oelds for crops, planting a fruit orchard,
running livestock, or building fences to contain
them) in order to become owner of the land. Orange
County was formed in 1734 so any mention of these
improvements would have been recorded in that
county’srecords. Unfortunately,therecordsuponwhich
Terrill's improvements would have been recorded are
missing. On the tithable list of 1739, William Terrill
is listed as “Wm. Terrill's Quarter, 2 tithables.” The
notion of “Quarter” indicates that Terrill had this land

as an investment and
probably had a tenant
or overseer living on
the land, with slaves
helping to seat that
land.
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How did this piece of
parchment survive all
these 286 years? Randall
Lillard approached me
to examine a document
and decipher its writing
in 2014 when he and
his wife were going
through several boxes
of materials from the
estate of EImo Utz. Randall's father Hume Lillard
was the executor of Utz's estate, and his grandfather
Thomas Lillard was the auctioneer at the estate’s
sale. Elmo owned the general store at Graves Mill
and was not only the merchant but also a collector of
local history items ranging from Civil War swords and
letters to Indian arrowheads bought from local boys
for candy or a few pennies. Anyway, as the Lillards
went through these items that were boxed up in 1957
and stored in an outbuilding on their farm, they came
across many documents and letters, one of which was
the parchment grant. It was folded up and very stiff
and dark with age and stains, but the inside was very
legible and clear. The gaul ink was still in good shape,
though some of the writing on the outside has faded.
All in all, a remarkable Ond of Madison County history,
after being forgotten all these years!

Thanks to Randall and Ruth Lillard, the actual
parchment grant is now in the hands of the Madison
County Historical Society which is researching ways
to preserve, store, and display it. Watch for an
announcement of when it will be available for public
inspection. And wait for the next edition of this
newsletter to read more of the fascinating history of
this tract of land.
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History Along the Roadside

5195 Oak Park Road

Do you take the time to stop and read historical highway markers? If not, you
may be missing out on some interesting local history focusing on people,
places, or events with state, regional, or national signiOcance. Virginia has
the oldest historical marker program in the United States. It began in 1927
when markers were placed on US 1 between Mt. Vernon and Richmond.
Today there are more than 2,500 markers in Virginia in a program currently
administered by the Virginia Department of Transportation (VDOT) and the
Virginia Department of Historical Research. Beginning in 2020, historical
markers found in Madison County will be featured periodically in our
quarterly newsletter. Drive carefully, enjoy the scenery, and discover some
Madison County history with us!
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John Lynch Discusses Junius Lynch at November Meeting

The speaker for the November 17th, 2019, Madison County Historical Society quarterly meeting was Mr.
John Lynch. John Lynch is a retired Federal civil servant and member of the Sons of the American Revolution
and the Society of Colonial Wars. An avid historian, he also has early ties to Madison County. These ties
were the subject of his talk to the Society: gMadison County Connections: A Medical OfOcer in the American
Expeditionary Force, 1918-1919.”

That connection was Col. Junius Lynch, M.D., John’s great
grandfather, a descendant of Lynch men who served as
Confederate physicians and studied the Dead Sea. Commander
Shaw, grandfather of Junius, served in the Revolutionary War.
In 1891 Junius married Lucy Virginia Kemper (John’s great
grandmother) at the bride’s father’s house. Miss Kemper was a
daughter of James Lawson Kemper and Belle Cave and was born
at her father’s house in Madison in January 1867. Junius was an
1888 graduate of the Medical College of Virginia. He joined the
Virginia militia and was always interested in everything military. He
rose through the ranks and formally became its Surgeon General
in 1910. He was Orst in the Virginia Militia to have a typhoid shot;
all others followed in 1916 when The Virginia Militia became the
Virginia National Guard.

During WWI, Junius Lynch volunteered at age 50 and became assistant Division Surgeon at Camp McClellan,
Alabama. He then moved on to Surgeon of 372 Regiment at Newport News and was sent to France. On
March 3, 1918 he landed in Calais joining Rainbow Division 42nd Evacuation Hospital #2 at Baccarat where
he treated gas victims in addition to all other wounds. In June 1918 he was transferred to Chalone air training
facility camp hospital. John related several anecdotes about Virginia units and the Uu epidemic in Sept 1918.
Dr. Lynch was there for the celebrations when the war ended, and in December he became the hospital
commander for the largest United States Army Air Service installation in France. He later became Chief of
Surgery at Base Hospital #57, Paris.

Upon returning to the U.S. in June 1919, Dr. Lynch resigned from the service and went home to recuperate. He
became involved in the American Legion, achieved senior leadership positions in Virginia and later became
a member of the American Legion’s National Committee where he worked to help recognize WWI veterans.

Destroyer 373 the USS Shaw 1936-1945 was the second destroyer named for his ancestor.
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2019 Society Finances in Review

The total income for 2019 was $15,176.54. Of this amount, $2,584.00 was income from Kemper Teas and
$5,055.00 came from Member Dues. We also received more than $3000 in donations, most of which ($2,661.08)
was designated for the Mountain Museum.

Expenditures totaled $15,507.94. Utilities and security for the Arcade, Kemper Property, and Criglersville
accounted for $4,652.97 of this amount. We also spent $3,344.74 on projects at the Mountain Museum.

The year-end balances in our Checking and Savings accounts and cash drawer total $20,073.91.
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Madison County Historical Society
P. O. Box 467

Madison, VA 22727
540-395-5119

Return Service Requested

www.madisonvahistoricalsociety.org
madisonvahistory@gmail.com

The Madison County Historical Society is a non-pro0t organization founded and operated for the perpetuation
and preservation of Madison County heritage and traditions. The mission of the Society is to record, preserve,
and stimulate interest in the history of Madison County, its families, occupations, and way of life.

Memberships and donations, major sources of income for the Society, are tax-deductible to the full
extent of the law. Membership application forms are available at the Museum and on-line at www.
madisonvahistoricalsociety.org. (Click “About Us” and scroll down the page.) Memberships run for one
calendar year and include the following categories:

Sustainer $500 or more Business $50
Benefactor $250 to $499 Family $30
Partner $100 to $249 Single $20
Friend $50 to $99 Student $5

For more information about any of our activities, call the Society Of0ce at 540-395-5119. Leave a message if
no one answers so we may return your call. Our email address is madisonvahistory@gmail.com.

Our physical address is 412 N Main Street in the town of Madison.
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